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1.

Introduction

1.1

This Transport Assessment accompanies a planning application submitted in
respect of the redevelopment of land and buildings at 33 High Street, Lydney.

1.2

This Assessment is prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Forest
of Dean District Council local validation checklist and is required due to the
development’s generating ‘significant transport movements’.

Executive Summary
1.3

The proposed development comprises the demolition of an existing retail unit to
provide access to a parcel of urban land on which it is proposed to construct
9no. new dwellings, together with associated access and landscaping.

1.4

This Assessment will explain the site’s context in transport and highways terms
and demonstrate that following examination of various options, the proposed
arrangement achieves a safe and practical means of accessing the site.
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2.

Local Highway Network

2.1

Lydney’s High Street is a busy road approximately 6.5m wide with footways on
both sides. It has recently adopted a 20mph speed limit and is well lit.
Approximately 15m northeast of the proposed site access lies the High
Street/Oxford Street junction which serves a public car park for over 50
vehicles. There is a pedestrian crossing 35m north-east of this junction.

2.2

The High Street footway varies in width. Outside no. 31 south west of the site it
is approximately 1.8m wide reducing to 1.4m north-east of the site outside No
35.

2.3

At present, due to the consistent build line along the High Street, vehicular
access to the majority of the site is limited to a private lane leading from the
nearby Templeway West. This lane is narrow with no vehicle passing points or
marked footways; it is also prohibitively constrained for use for larger traffic
such as refuse or emergency vehicles.

2.4

In order to make use of this route into the site, the lane would need to be
widened to 4.8m. It is not considered that this would be feasible.

2.5

The transport implications of an additional 9no. dwellings, offset by the loss of a
single retail unit, are not considered so significant as to materially alter local
traffic patterns. Typically, the number of vehicle movements generated would be
extremely limited and distributed throughout the day.

2.6

The site benefits from a central location and good bus links to Chepstow and
the local bus station via the 755, 757, 791 and WY2 services stopping
approximately 130m southwest and 110-150m northeast of the site entrance.
Railway links are accessible via Lydney Station approximately 1.2km
southward.
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3.

Proposed Access

3.1

Several options have been explored previously in respect of access to the site,
including the creation of a ‘cart entrance’ arrangement leading from the High
Street in order to maximise the level of street frontage. This was, however,
resisted by the local authority on design grounds and due to its constraints for
larger vehicles.

3.2

In the light of the 20mph speed limit and consequent reduction in necessary
visibility splays, the access now proposed is accommodated entirely within the
span of the existing no.33A High Street, which is to be demolished in the course
of development. No.33 is to be retained.

3.3

The proposed access makes provision for a splayed junction with visibility
comfortably in excess of 2.4m x 28m in both directions, per the
recommendation of Manual for Streets. This is demonstrated through the
accompanying scoping drawing attached at Appendix A.

3.4

The proposed access is to adopt shared surface principles, making pedestrians
conscious of vehicle movements at and approaching the site access. This
arrangement is to be continued throughout the site’s internal layout, to the
enhancement of pedestrian safety and permeability.

3.5

An additional pedestrian link to the currently-private footpath at the northwest
corner of the site is to be provided as part of the proposals.

3.6

The proposals also make provision for a dedicated bin collection point, ensuring
that collections can be undertaken reliable and with minimal conflict with other
vehicle movements.
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4.

Highway Safety

4.1

As discussed above, the revised access arrangement demonstrates that a safe
means of access to the development site can be achieved and that the number
of trips generated by the development will not unduly raise the risk of incidents.

4.2

The excerpt from Crashmap below indicates that the closest recorded incidents
within the past 5 years are two ‘slight’ collisions recorded in early 2017, at a
dual junction approximately 130m southwest of the application site. There is
therefore no reason to assume the site access occupies a position particularly
vulnerable to collisions.

Above: excerpt from CrashMap, retrieved July 2018

4.3

The accompanying access details, including swept path analyses, demonstrate
that a safe means of access and turning can be achieved for all, including large
vehicles making deliveries, collecting refuse or attending an emergency. It is
understood that this resolves a specific earlier matter of concern, ensuring that
such vehicles are not forced to wait on the main highway and will be able to
enter and leave the site in a forward gear.
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5.

Conclusions

5.1

Having reviewed the amendments to the scheme and examined all relevant
highway considerations, it is clear that the proposed development makes
adequate provision for safe access and will not unduly exacerbate traffic issues
in the area.

5.2

The development is not in a location where there are known existing issues
relating to highway safety but does take appropriate measures to maximise
pedestrian safety throughout.

5.3

Accordingly, the proposal will not impact adversely on local highways.

Signed…………………………….
Chris Marsh
Senior Planning Consultant
DDI. 01242 531431
E. chris.marsh@evansjones.co.uk
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